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“The great history does not disappear without a trace. It is stored and reproduced in 
the genetic code of the people, in their historical memory and in their deeds. That is 
where its mighty power lies. Preservation and study, transmission from generation to 
generation of historical legacy is one of the main priorities of our state. This is extremely 
important because in the current globalization, new challenges are emerging, including 
the threat of an ever – increasing spread of “mass culture”, cult of consumerism, danger 
of destroying morality, benchmarks of values. Therefore, I believe, preservation and 
augmentation of all that defines the spiritual world of human, culture of the people, is 
necessary today more than ever before”. 

Shavkat MIRZIYOYEV, 
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
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ГРУППА ERIELL – 
МЕЖДУНАРОДНАЯ 
НЕФТЕСЕРВИСНАЯ 
КОМПАНИЯ

ЦЕНТР ИССЛЕДОВАНИЙ 
КУЛЬТУРНЫХ ЦЕННОСТЕЙ 
УЗБЕКИСТАНА, НАХОДЯЩИХСЯ 
ЗА РУБЕЖОМ, ПРИ КАБИНЕТЕ 
МИНИСТРОВ РЕСПУБЛИКИ 
УЗБЕКИСТАН

МИНИСТЕРСТВО КУЛЬТУРЫ 
РЕСПУБЛИКИ УЗБЕКИСТАН

ГОСУДАРСТВЕННЫЙ КОМИТЕТ 
РЕСПУБЛИКИ УЗБЕКИСТАН 
ПО РАЗВИТИЮ ТУРИЗМА

ВСЕМИРНОЕ ОБЩЕСТВО 
ПО ИЗУЧЕНИЮ, 
СОХРАНЕНИЮ 
И ПОПУЛЯРИЗАЦИИ 
КУЛЬТУРНОГО НАСЛЕДИЯ 
УЗБЕКИСТАНА

НАЦИОНАЛЬНАЯ 
АССОЦИАЦИЯ 
ЭЛЕКТРОННЫХ СРЕДСТВ 
МАССОВОЙ ИНФОРМАЦИИ 
УЗБЕКИСТАНА (НАЭСМИ)



CULTURAL LEGACY OF UZBEKISTAN 
IS THE HERITAGE OF ENTIRE HUMANKIND

WORLD SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY FOR STUDY, PRESERVATION AND POPULARIZATION 
OF CULTURAL HERITAGE OF UZBEKISTAN
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ADDRESS OF MEMBERS OF WORLD SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY 
FOR STUDY, PRESERVATION AND POPULARIZATION 

OF CULTURAL HERITAGE OF UZBEKISTAN TO 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN, 

SHAVKAT MIROMONOVICH MIRZIYOYEV 

HIGHLY ESTEEMED MISTER PRESIDENT! 
On behalf of the participants of Third International Congress of World Scientific 

Society for Study, Preservation and Popularization of Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan 
“Uzbekistan – crossroads of great roads and civilizations: empires, religions, cultures” 
please kindly allow to express our sincere respect for your tireless work aimed at 
creating the necessary conditions for prosperity and progress in new Uzbekistan. We 
consider your initiatives aimed at studying, preservation and popularization of cultural 
heritage of Uzbekistan and articulated in an address to the participants of International 
Conference “The preservation of tangible and intangible cultural heritage: topical issues 
and strategies to resolve them” as extremely significant. We extend our gratitude for 
the excellent opportunities provided during Cultural Heritage Week of Uzbekistan, 
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which allowed us to fully appreciate these initiatives. During the undertaken congress, 
conferences and roundtables, we made numerous reports and presentations on the 
uniqueness of the territory of Uzbekistan, which played a historical role in the meeting 
of East and West. This factor, as well as the great works of scholars and scientists 
of Uzbekistan, have made a significant contribution to the development of world 
civilization. In this regard, it is difficult to overestimate your initiative to bring to the 
world public the true essence of Islam as a religion of peace, goodness, tolerance, 
humanism and enlightenment.

Highly Esteemed Shavkat Miromonovich!
We, scientists from various countries of the world, experts and journalists in 

the field of culture and art have united under the auspices of the project “Cultural 
Heritage of Uzbekistan in World Collections”. This, unparalleled in the world, media 
project envisages collection, study, publication and creation of documentaries on art 
objects, manuscripts and documents related to the great history and priceless spiritual 
wealth of Uzbekistan. As a result of the project’s work, 20 albums have already been 
published and 13 more albums have been prepared for publication, and more than 30 
documentaries have been filmed.
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The project can be called a sartorial statement of new Uzbekistan, a prime example 
of how the consolidation of efforts of civil society, public, state and international 
organizations, socially responsible business, media and scientists around the world 
achieves unprecedented results in enlightenment and education. 

In the days of the Congress, official legal registration of World Scientific Society for 
Study, Preservation and Popularization of Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan in Paris was a 
joyous news for us. This representation office will be a reliable outpost for our mobile 
meetings in the center of Europe. The choice of place is not accidental, as it will serve as 
an effective communication of scientists all over the world, as well as bring our society 
closer to the headquarters of UNESCO. At the same time, we are convinced of the need 
to open the headquarters of World Society in Tashkent, as we have decided during the 
Third International Congress. This initiative has been enthusiastically received by the 
entire scientific community.

It has to be noted that the project, carried out with your support, has created 
unprecedented conditions for the unification of foreign and domestic scientists who 
have linked their professional interests, and sometimes scientific lives themselves, 
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with the study of Uzbekistan. The consolidation of the world’s scientific forces, 
creation of a kind of international scientific laboratory of scholars, is one of the 
strongest aspects of our society. In this regard, we are committed to contributing 
Uzbekistan in terms of research, enlightenment and education related to the history 
of culture and the arts. Today, on the days of the III International Congress, we can 
state with confidence that World Society is also an effective form of international 
diplomacy and will serve to strengthen mutual understanding between peoples 
and countries, and most importantly, to enhance Uzbekistan’s cultural image on the 
world stage.

Organizers of Cultural Heritage Week of Uzbekistan also presented us with 
the opportunity to attend events unprecedented in their scientific significance, 
such as the exhibition “Kushan empire and its contribution to the development 
of world civilization” where they presented the world – famous gold items from 
Dalverzintepe treasure, which for many years were inaccessible to the general 
public, and grand opening of Alexandria on Oxus – Greek outpost on the shores 
of Amu Darya, a unique monument of early Hellenism known to archaeologists as 
Campyrtepa.
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Once again, we are convinced that Uzbekistan carries us away with richness and 
versatility of its heritage, and government of the country, and you personally do 
everything possible to make contemporaneity worthy of the deeds of great ancestors. 
This is what is vividly told in the film “Uzbekistan. Legends of Love”. 

As a result of III International Congress, we have adopted a road map for the world 
society for the next two years. This is a kind of program of our common actions – 
a set of ideas and projects, that, we deeply believe, will raise to a whole new level 
the issues of studying, preservation and promotion cultural heritage of Uzbekistan. 
In addition to the publication of new album books, as well as the implementation of 
some projects at the initial stage, program of action includes new activities that push 
the horizons of science. The project “100 outstanding handwritten monuments of 
Uzbekistan” which involves the creation of facsimile copies of samples of the unique 
written heritage of the Middle Ages is of great importance for oriental studies. This 
will allow to put into scientific circulation a huge, previously unexplored collection 
of handwritten masterpieces of Uzbek legacy, preserved in various collections of the 
world. 
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Other important projects also ought to be named. Archaeological science is in dire 
need of mapping ancient fortifications and objects in Uzbekistan. We plan to solve this 
problem by implementing the project “Cartography of Archaeological Monuments of 
Uzbekistan”. 

Another topical project is “Architectural Epigraphy of Uzbekistan” which 
allows to capture, decipher and translate into several languages unique messages 
preserved on the monuments of architecture of the past centuries. Thirteen 
albums in this series have already been published, and work in this direction 
continues. At the same time, we also propose to decipher the inscriptions on the 
preserved architectural monuments of the Timurid legacy in India, Afghanistan 
and Iran.

We also consider it necessary to implement the project “Catalogue of Architectural 
Monuments of Uzbekistan”, creation of which will allow Uzbekistan not only to conduct 
systemic accounting, but also to widely present to the world unique monuments 
existing on the territory of Uzbekistan. 
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Another initiative is the project “Science and Culture of Uzbekistan in the Works of 
Scholars” which will allow to translate and re – publish in Uzbek and English the highly 
– scientific works of outstanding scientists over the past hundred years.

One of the interesting projects can be the summarization of the issues of La Timuride 
magazine for 30 – year activities of the Temurid Society in Paris.

Also of particular importance is the project on cataloguing and making the state 
registry of unique mahallas of Uzbekistan, which will preserve the color of this 
unique public institution. We are confident that the resolution of these extremely 
important issues will serve to further develop and popularize modern science, as well 
as significantly contribute to the growth of tourism potential of Uzbekistan.

The importance of the above projects to educate the younger generation of 
Uzbekistan in the spirit of pride and love for its land ought to be noted. Taking into 
account the interests of young people, we began to apply the latest 3D technologies 
for the publication of book – albums and media products. In our opinion, materials 
of published book – albums prepared within the project by the world’s leading 



13CULTURAL HERITAGE WEEK “UZBEKISTAN – CROSSROADS OF GREAT ROADS AND CIVILIZATIONS: EMPIRES, RELIGIONS, CULTURES”

scientists must certainly be used as educational manuals for schools and universities 
of Uzbekistan, as well as be in every library of Uzbekistan and the world.

We wish to emphasize that we are determined to support new Uzbekistan and 
you personally in the implementation of the above projects. At the same time, we 
hope that you, deeply respected Shavkat Miromonovich, will personally support the 
implementation of our road map, which includes new projects. We take this opportunity 
to especially thank you for the generous Eastern hospitality inherent in the Uzbek 
people and wish you robust health and further success in your humane aspirations 
and fruitful work aimed at building and developing prosperous Uzbekistan!

 
Adopted by members of World Scientific Society for Study, Preservation and 

Popularization of Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan 



CULTURAL HERITAGE OF UZBEKISTAN IN WORLD COLLECTIONS14



15CULTURAL HERITAGE WEEK “UZBEKISTAN – CROSSROADS OF GREAT ROADS AND CIVILIZATIONS: EMPIRES, RELIGIONS, CULTURES”



CULTURAL HERITAGE OF UZBEKISTAN IN WORLD COLLECTIONS16

Members of World Society for Study, Preservation 
and Popularization of Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan  
at Registan Square in Samarkand.
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TASHKENT
August 22 – 23

III INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS OF WORLD 
SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY 

FOR STUDY, PRESERVATION 
AND POPULARIZATION 

OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 
OF UZBEKISTAN
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22/09
09.30

Meeting of guests of Third International Congress of World 
Scientific Society for Study, Preservation and Popularization  
of Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan.



21CULTURAL HERITAGE WEEK “UZBEKISTAN – CROSSROADS OF GREAT ROADS AND CIVILIZATIONS: EMPIRES, RELIGIONS, CULTURES”



CULTURAL HERITAGE OF UZBEKISTAN IN WORLD COLLECTIONS22

III INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
OF WORLD SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY FOR STUDY, 

PRESERVATION AND POPULARIZATION 
OF CULTURAL HERITAGE OF UZBEKISTAN

ON AUGUST 22, 2019, THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF WORLD SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY 
FOR STUDY, PRESERVATION AND POPULARIZATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE OF UZBEKISTAN 
WAS INAUGURATED IN THE MEDIA HALL OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ELECTRONIC 

MASS MEDIA (NAESMI)

22/09
10.00
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Presentation of new volumes of book – albums “Cultural 
Heritage of Uzbekistan in World Collections”.
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III
INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS WAS 
ATTENDED BY:

3
250 INDEPENDENT 

RESEARCHERS 

DIRECTORS
OF PUBLISHERS 3 DIRECTORS 

OF THE MUSEUM
AND LIBRARIES5FOUNDATION 

DIRECTORS

12
PROFESSORS 
AND PHDS

ACADEMICS2 REPRESENTATIVES
OF ICOMOS 
AND UNESCO5

PRESIDENTS 
OF THE ACADEMY 
OF SCIENCES

60FOREIGN 
MASSMEDIA 70LOCAL 

MASSMEDIA
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PRESENTATION OF NEW ALBUM BOOKS 
AND FACSIMILE COPIES OF RARE ANCIENT 
MANUSCRIPTS.

During the congress, presentation of new 20 book – albums of the series “Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan in World 
Collections” was held. Their feature is the use of modern multimedia technologies. Books can not only be read, but also 
viewed on smartphones and tablets by watching specially prepared videos in 3 languages.
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CONGRESS PARTICIPANTS WERE 
PRESENTED WITH 

400 
book – albums of series 

“Cultural Heritage of 
Uzbekistan in World 

Collections”

AN EXHIBITION OF THE PROJECT  
“100 GREAT MANUSCRIPTS OF 

UZBEKISTAN” WAS LAUNCHED IN THE 
NAEMM MEDIA HALL: EXHIBITION 

FEATURED FACSIMILE COPIES OF RARE 
MANUSCRIPTS – CATALANGAR QURAN, 
“DIVAN” OF HUSAYN BAYQARA, “MIRAJ 
NAMEH”, “ZAFARNAMEH” AND OTHERS 

HANDWRITTEN MONUMENTS OF THE 
EAST.

Congress participants examine the unique facsimile 
series of “100 Great Manuscripts of Uzbekistan”. 

Guests from Austria – Alexander Wilhelm and Dieter 
Rochelle got acquainted with new album books.
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Audrey Azoulay, Director 
– General of UNESCO:
– I am very glad and 
proud to be here in 
Cultural Heritage Week. 
Legacy is a connection 
between our generations, 
between our society. 
This is exactly what 
needs to be passed on 
to other generations, it 
is something that needs 
to be shared with the 
world. This is a universal 
legacy that we see at the 
root of our history, and 
we must therefore make 
every effort to preserve 
that heritage. This will be 
important not only for 
Uzbekistan, but for the 
entire world.
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Aziz Abdukhakimov, 
Deputy Prime Minister 
of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan:
– I would like to wish the 
participants of today’s 
forum to come up with 
concrete proposals to 
ensure the preservation, 
development and 
promotion of our 
cultural heritage in 
Uzbekistan. Nowadays, 
many scientists share 
their experience with 
our experts. I think 
that we will be able 
to create a platform 
both for our and foreign 
specialists to exchange 
views in order to study 
the experience of other 
countries in this area in 
depth, and this will give 
positive results.
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Works of Third International Congress of 
World Scientific Society for Study, Preservation and 
Popularization of Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan.

Firdavs Abdukhalikov: 
– We are all united by 
one goal – to study 
and popularize the 
wealthy cultural legacy 
of Uzbekistan. And the 
global transformations 
that are taking place 
today at the initiative of 
our President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, certainly, cover 
the cultural sphere, and 
inspire not only people 
of Uzbekistan, but also 
scientists – researchers 
in many countries of 
the world. Today, World 
Society has come out 
in support of the ideas 
of the President of 
Uzbekistan and is ready 
to take an active part in 
the implementation of a 
number of large – scale 
projects in this regard.

MORE THAN

 60
REPORTS WERE 

CONVEYED 
DURING THE TWO 

DAYS OF THE 
CONGRESS
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Professor Alexander Naymark (USA) and Doctor Charles Melville (UK) are 
actively involved in the work of the Congress.

Chairperson of the Board of World 
Scientific Society for Study, Preservation 
and Popularization of Cultural Heritage of 
Uzbekistan announces official registration 
of the Society in Paris. 

Head of Scientific Council of World 
Scientific Society for Study, Preservation 
and Popularization of Cultural Heritage of 
Uzbekistan, Academician of Academy of 
Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 
E.V. Rtveladze.

Academician of 
Academy of Sciences 
of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan Edward 
Rtveladze:
 – Scientific innovations 
are not always perceived 
by contemporaries. But 
this project is a scientific 
innovation, and it is very 
good, that, already in the 
lifetime, contemporaries 
perceive its scientific 
significance. In addition, 
project is supported 
personally by President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, as 
well as by government 
of Uzbekistan. This is 
extremely important for 
us.

MORE THAN 100 
SCHOLARS CAME 

OUT WITH SCIENTIFIC 
DEBATES AND 

ROUNDTABLE 
PRESENTATIONS, 

AS WELL AS 
PARTICIPATED 

IN “FREE 
MICROPHONE” 

DISCUSSIONS



CULTURAL HERITAGE OF UZBEKISTAN IN WORLD COLLECTIONS32

Highlights of Third International 
Congress of World Scientific Society for Study, 
Preservation and Popularization of Cultural 
Heritage of Uzbekistan. 

The long – awaited meeting of 
two outstanding archaeologists: Edward 
Rtveladze (Uzbekistan) and Pierre Leriche 
(France).

Duger Redgel, president 
of Academy of Sciences 
of Mongolia:
– Events such as this 
congress are very useful 
for the cultural exchange 
of the two countries. This 
attitude of Uzbekistan 
to the preservation of 
its cultural heritage is 
pleasantly surprising 
and admirable. The way 
Uzbekistan is positioning 
itself in the international 
arena today can serve 
as an excellent example 
for other countries in 
conducting research, 
explorations and 
exchange of experience.
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Murat Jurinov,  
president of Academy of 
Sciences of Republic of 
Kazakhstan:
– I am confident that 
this congress, which 
has brought together 
leading orientalists and 
scientists from all over the 
world, has a significant 
contribution to the 
development of science. 
At the same time, it 
will help to strengthen 
scientific and cultural ties 
and consolidate relations 
between Uzbekistan and 
Kazakhstan.

Three stars – famous orientalists Francis Richard, 
Robert Bracey and Alexander Naymark.
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The second day of Third International Congress of World Society for Study, Preservation and 

Popularization of Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan. 

Frederick Starr, Founder 
and Chairperson of 
Institute of Central Asia 
and the Caucasus (CACI) 
at the American Council 
on Foreign Policy:
– We all need to 
understand how 
important it is to have 
an understanding of our 
history. If people do not 
know their past, it speaks 
about the superficiality 
of life, that over time 
the significance of the 
great achievements 
of ancestors will be 
lost. I am very glad 
that the President of 
Uzbekistan pays such a 
great attention to the 
preservation and further 
promotion of the culture 
of his country. This ought 
to be an example for 
great many.
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and Ségolène de Pontbriand (France) make 
presentations.

Aleksandr Naymark,  
Head of Department 
of Fine Arts, Design, Art 
History, Middle East and 
Central Asian Program, 
Hofstra University (USA):
– It has been difficult to 
imagine, that, until a few 
years ago, Uzbekistan 
will be awaiting and 
hosting hundreds of world 
scientists studying the 
cultural heritage of this 
amazing country. For me 
personally, this project has 
been the first swallow, the 
first sign that Uzbekistan 
is opening up to the 
world, that the country 
is undergoing global 
changes in all areas of 
life, including science 
and culture. Undoubtedly, 
the project is a powerful 
driving force for the 
implementation of reforms 
in the cultural sphere of 
Uzbekistan.
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Участникам III Международного конгресса продемонстрирован фильм о реформах Президента Республики 
Узбекистан Ш. М. Мирзиёева.
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UNIQUE EXHIBITION 
“TREASURES OF KUSHAN”

ON AUGUST 22, 2019, AS PART OF THE THIRD 
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF WORLD 

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY FOR STUDY, PRESERVATION 
AND POPULARIZATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 

OF UZBEKISTAN, A UNIQUE EXHIBITION, 
“TREASURES OF KUSHAN” WAS OPENED. 

Among other interesting artifacts, 50 gold items of the 
Kushan era were presented at the exhibition. The gold exhibits 
are provided by Precious Metals Agency of the Central Bank 
of Uzbekistan. Among the rare exhibits of the exhibition are a 
gold pectoral (hryvnia), topped with a gem with the image of 
Hercules, breast gold jewelry, a gold plaque with the image of 
an animal, unique gold bars with inscriptions made by Kharosthi 
script, common in Northern India and southern Central Asia 
(Bactria, Sogdiana) in the III century BC –  IV century AD, and 
much more.

22/09 
14.00



39CULTURAL HERITAGE WEEK “UZBEKISTAN – CROSSROADS OF GREAT ROADS AND CIVILIZATIONS: EMPIRES, RELIGIONS, CULTURES”

The opening of the exhibition “Treasures 
of Kushan” at Art Gallery of Uzbekistan.
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Doctor Khatibur 
Rahman, Director 
of Manuscripts 
Department, National 
Museum of India:
– This is an impressive, 
absolutely fantastic 
exhibition! Ancient 
gold from the Kushan 
Empire and other 
amazing artifacts make 
the exhibition truly 
unusual. I have never 
seen anything like this. 
I sincerely thank the 
organizers of Cultural 
Heritage Week for such 
a unique chance to 
learn more about the 
history of Uzbekistan 
and such a mysterious 
epoch as the times of 
the Kushan Empire.
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Xu Xiaodong, Professor, 
Art Museum of Chinese 
University of Hong Kong:
– I visited the exhibition 
and was fascinated 
by the golden legacy 
of the Kushan Empire. 
The magnificent design 
of the items delighted 
everyone. I was also 
impressed by the gold 
jewelry made by the 
Kushans. The use of 
filigree technology in the 
creation of these jewelry 
impressed even the most 
experienced experts.
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WELCOME TO UZBEKISTAN: 
SOLEMN RECEPTION FROM THE 
PROJECT SPONSOR OF “CULTURAL 
HERITAGE OF UZBEKISTAN 
IN WORLD COLLECTIONS” – OILFIELD 
SERVICE COMPANY ERIELL GROUP.

22/09 
19.00
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THEMATIC “ROUNDTABLES” AND AN EXHIBITION  
OF RARE MANUSCRIPTS AT INSTITUTE OF ORIENTAL 
STUDIES NAMED AFTER ABU RAYHAN BERUNI OF 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN

On the second day of Third International Congress of World Scientific Society 
for Study, Preservation and Popularization of Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan, 
participants were introduced to the grandiose fund of the handwritten 
heritage of Institute of Oriental Studies named after Abu Rayhan Beruni of 
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Guests were given a 
unique opportunity to come into contact with rare handwritten masterpieces 
of antiquity and the Middle Ages, to see firsthand the unique manuscripts 
stored exclusively in our country. In addition, thematic roundtables were 
held in Tashkent as part of the Third International Congress. More than 
30 scientists made speeches in discussions and in the format of a 
“free microphone”.

23/09 
10.00
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Efim Rezvan, Deputy 
Director of Peter 
the Great Museum 
of Anthropology 
and Ethnography 
(Kunstkamera) of Russian 
Academy of Sciences 
(Saint Petersburg):
– We arrived to 
Uzbekistan to study 
ancient manuscripts 
and research works. The 
exhibition at Institute 
of Oriental Studies 
has been a great 
opportunity to explore 
the incredible, unique 
compositions and 
manuscripts that are an 
invaluable legacy for 
the entire Islamic world. 
Some rare artifacts can 
be seen only here, and 
for me, as for a scientist 
it is very important – 
for further work and 
preparation of a large 
– scale project “114 
Qurans”.

THEMATIC SECTIONS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF III INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS

At the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Academy of Sciences 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

At Amir Timur Museum.

At State Museum of History of Uzbekistan.
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Roundtable “Actual issues of preservation, study and popularization of the handwritten 
heritage of Uzbekistan” was held at Institute of Oriental Studies named after Abu Rayhan 
Beruni of Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan. XXI – XXV volumes of book – 
albums on compositions and manuscripts stored at the Institute were presented.

Amir Timur Museum hosted a roundtable “The Brilliant Age of the Timurids”. Scientists from 
Uzbekistan, France and the Netherlands made presentations. Scientists from the United 
States, Germany, Iran and France spoke about the role of the Timurids in the development 
of cultural and artistic processes in the Middle East.

 “East – West: Museum Experience in Preserving Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan”. This is 
how the theme of the round table at State Museum of History of Uzbekistan sounded. At the 
Museum of Decorative and Applied Arts of Uzbekistan, III Congress participants discussed 
the magic, energy and craftsmanship of Uzbek silk and cotton products.

Irina Bogoslovskaya, 
Ph.D. in Art, curator of 
albums for the United 
States and Canada of 
the Project “Cultural 
Heritage of Uzbekistan 
in World Collections” 
(USA)): 
– Certainly, it is a great 
activity when you 
discover the culture 
of other nations, but 
at the same time it is 
very valuable when 
you learn about your 
culture, specimens 
and artifacts that are 
outside Uzbekistan. I 
cannot help but say 
that “Cultural Heritage 
of Uzbekistan in World 
Collections” is a project 
that has no equals. It is 
a very unique idea to 
make such a project to 
expand our knowledge 
of what unique masters 
have been those who 
lived before us.
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В Государственном музее истории Темуридов.

Benedek Péri, professor 
(Hungary):
– Interest of Hungary 
towards Uzbekistan 
has been going on for 
centuries. One of our 
compatriots, Armin 
Vambery traveled a lot 
and was fascinated by 
the history and culture 
of your people. I first 
visited Uzbekistan in 
1986. Since then, I have 
become fascinated 
with your history and 
culture, especially the 
works of Alisher Navoi. 
No matter how long we 
study his works, it is still 
not enough for us. Now 
the manuscripts of the 
great poet are kept in 
the libraries of Hungary. 
In the future,  
I intend to work with the 
World Society to study, 
preserve and promote 
cultural heritage of 
Uzbekistan.
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GUESTS OF CULTURAL HERITAGE WEEK 
WERE SHOWN THE CENTER OF ISLAMIC 
CIVILIZATION UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
AND TWO ANCIENT QURANS. 

PARTICIPANTS OF III CONGRESS PAID A VISIT TO SPIRITUAL 
ADMINISTRATION OF MUSLIMS OF UZBEKISTAN. THEY EXPLORED THE 

GREATEST HERITAGE OF THE ENTIRE ISLAMIC WORLD, SACRED RELICS,  
A UNIQUE ANCIENT MANUSCRIPT, QURAN OF UTHMAN AND 16 SHEETS  

OF THE CATALANGAR QURAN, WHICH HAS ALSO BEEN IDENTIFIED  
BY WORLD SCIENTISTS AS ONE OF THE QURANS OF UTHMAN.

It has to be noted that according to world experts, Uzbekistan is a country with a unique 
status, possessing two Qurans from all known, written by order of Caliph Uthman ibn Affan, 
who lived in the 6th – 7th centuries. Uthman Quran is the original source of a sacred bound 
book written on the skin of an unborn calf. In order to see this holy relic for all Muslims – 
Uthman Quran, Tashkent is annually visited by hundreds of thousands of believers and 
tourists from many countries of the world. Famous Catalangar Quran has colossal religious 
significance for Islam and Muslims. This ancient book refers to the values that constitute the 
cultural and historical heritage for all of humanity.

23/09 
16.00
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Lord Mohamed Iltaf 
Sheikh, Baron Sheikh, 
– Member of the 
House of Lords of British 
Parliament (UK):
– I think that those who 
want to understand 
Islamic culture ought to 
come to Uzbekistan. I 
am very pleased that 
today’s conference 
has brought together 
the Islamic scholars 
of the World. Scholars 
of Europe, East and 
Uzbekistan must 
continue their efforts to 
translate and interpret 
the hadith. Uzbekistan 
presented great thinkers 
to the world: Al-Bukhari, 
Al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Sina, 
Al – Beruni. In India, the 
Baburid Empire reigned 
for 300 years. And during 
this period, culture, art, 
architecture and other 
spheres flourished.

Frédéric Bressan and Pierre Simeon, researchers 
from France.

  Caner Karavit (Turkey).
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Eisa Youisif (UAE), Halit Eren (IRCICA). 
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Larry Luxner, Washington 
Diplomat: 
– This morning, I listened, 
with great interest 
the presentation of 
publishers from Austria 
about the project on 
the publication of 
handwritten books, 
and I believe that no 
initiatives have been 
taken on this scale to 
date. And also, while 
listening to the speech 
of the Director of Center 
for Islamic Civilization, I 
have become eager to 
visit it at the end of the 
construction and write 
an article about the true 
essence of Islam.

Professor Efim Rezvan 
(Kunstkamera) and Ekaterina 
Teryukova (State Museum of History 
of Religion) – scholars from Russia.

Academician Shain Mustafayev 
(Azerbaijan) and Doctor Svetlana 
Gorshenina (France).
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Construction of Center for Islamic Civilization 
on the initiative of President of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev in Tashkent.
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THE PREMIERE OF THE DOCUMENTARY 
“UZBEKISTAN. LEGENDS OF LOVE”

ON AUGUST 23, JAPANESE GARDEN HOSTED A GALA RECEPTION ON BEHALF 
OF TASHKENT CITY ADMINISTRATION FOR PARTICIPANTS OF THE THIRD 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. THE MAIN EVENT OF THE RECEPTION WAS THE 
PREMIERE SCREENING OF THE DOCUMENTARY “UZBEKISTAN. LEGENDS OF LOVE”.

The film was shot by television channel “Russia – Culture”, NAEMM, Sevimli TV channel with the 
support of State Committee for Tourism Development. According to the author of the idea and general 
producer of the film, Firdavs Abdukhalikov, documentary film of Uzbekistan, for the first time, applied 
an unusual technique – refusal from interviews and comments. The heroes of the film are historical 
figures of different eras and dynasties.

The main idea of this film is love for creation. This great feeling appears in the film in all its manifestations. 
It is a love for a woman, for a mother, for native land, for craft, for knowledge, for a teacher... “Without 
a sense of love, Uzbek people would not have created such beautiful architecture, poetry and music, 
and would not have such a thing as the cultural heritage of Uzbekistan”, the producer of the film said.

23/09 
19.00
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Gala reception at Japanese Garden in 
Tashkent.
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The creative group of the documentary film “Uzbekistan. Legends of love”. Firdavs 
Abdukhalikov – author, general producer, Vera Ilyina, Elena Kozhevnikova and Gleb 
Dobrovolskiy – film crew of the TV channel “Russia – Culture”, Shukhrat Zakirov – composer.
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INTERNATIONAL 
ARCHEOLOGICAL AND TOURIST 

FORUM “UZBEKISTAN – 
CROSSROADS OF GREAT ROADS 

AND CIVILIZATIONS”

TERMEZ
August 24 – 25
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24/09
10.00

MEETING OF 
PARTICIPANTS 

OF THIRD 
CONGRESS AT 
TERMEZ CITY 

AIRPORT
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INTERNATIONAL ARCHEOLOGICAL AND TOURIST FORUM 
“UZBEKISTAN – CROSSROADS OF GREAT ROADS 
AND CIVILIZATIONS”

ON AUGUST 24, INTERNATIONAL 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND TOURIST 

FORUM “UZBEKISTAN – CROSSROADS  
OF CIVILIZATIONS” WAS HELD IN 

TERMEZ. 

The event of this format with such a wide 
geography of oriental scholars, famous scientists 
exploring Central Asia was held in Uzbekistan for 
the first time.

The forum presented more than 30 reports related 
to the archaeology of Uzbekistan and sensational 
discoveries made by scientists in this direction in 
recent years, characterizing the historical past of 
Uzbekistan, starting from the Stone Age and ending 
with the late Middle Ages.

24/09 
11.00
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The opening of International Archaeological and Tourism Forum at Palace of Arts in Termez.
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MORE THAN 
30 reports 

WERE READ AT 
INTERNATIONAL 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
AND TOURIST 

FORUM IN TERMEZ
SOLEMN 

RECEPTION 
FOR GUESTS 

OF CULTURAL 
HERITAGE 

WEEK FROM 
SURKHANDARYA 

REGION 
ADMINISTRATION.
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GALA RECEPTION FOR GUESTS 
OF CULTURAL HERITAGE WEEK 
FROM SURKHANDARYA REGION 
ADMINISTRATION

24/09 
19.00
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LEGENDARY ALEXANDRIA 
ON OXUS – DISCOVERED! 

During the archaeological forum “Uzbekistan – Crossroads of Civilizations” it was officially 
announced that the ancient city, found in the settlement of Kampyrtepa in Surkhandarya region 
was the legendary Alexandria on Oxus.

25/09
09.00
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The city consists of the main citadel, surrounded by a moat, a “lower city” surrounded by a wall with 
towers, and an unfortified suburb. Archaeologists have found well – preserved cultural layers of the early 
Hellenic, Greco-Bactrian and Kushan – Yuezhi epochs. 

Numerous finds, as well as features of fortification architecture, reveal that various cults and religions have 
coexisted peacefully in Kampyrtepa for centuries. Zoroastrians, Buddhists and adherents of ancient Greek 
gods, as well as followers of local cults.

VISIT
 TO ALEXANDRIA 

ON OXUS
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Adam Smith, Executive 
Director of Southeast 
Asia Leadership 
Academy for Young 
Businesspersons:
– For a long time, 
whereabouts of 
Alexandria on Oxus have 
been hotly debated 
in academia. For the 
first time, evidence was 
presented in favor of 
this hypothesis as part 
of Cultural Heritage 
Week. Now we can say 
with confidence that 
in Uzbekistan there are 
remnants of the outpost 
and fortress of the Greek 
colony.
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Jeffrey Lerner: 
– Today, Alexandria on 
Oxus is the only viable 
candidate, scientifically 
proven and confirmed. 
It was a cosmopolitan 
center, people from all 
over the world came 
here – from India, 
the Mediterranean, 
China, therefore, yes 
– absolutely – this is 
Alexandria on Oxus! In 
addition, the object will 
be a great attraction for 
tourists, one of the main 
places where tourists 
from all over the world 
will want to come.
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Namik Musali, professor 
(Azerbaijan)):
– The archaeological site 
of Alexandria on Oxus 
is located in Uzbekistan. 
This site is an integral part 
of your cultural heritage. 
I must express gratitude 
to the archaeologists of 
Uzbekistan and France 
for the discovery of such 
an important historical 
object. It is a priceless 
monument of the cultural 
heritage of Uzbekistan 
and the world.
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Francis Richard, ex – 
director of National 
Library of France:
– This is my first visit 
to such a legendary 
place as Alexandria 
on Oxus. According to 
reports of international 
archaeologists, 
settlement was a very 
important transport hub, 
and I fully admit that this 
is Alexandria on Oxus. 
Nevertheless, soil here is 
fragile, and, therefore, 
Government of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan 
must pay close attention 
to this historic site and 
find a balance between 
the development of 
tourism and preservation 
of cultural heritage.
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CRADLE OF BUDDHISM IN CENTRAL ASIA: 
LEGENDARY FAYAZTEPA

Guests of Cultural Heritage Week “Uzbekistan – crossroads of great 
roads and civilizations: empires, religions, cultures” visited one of unique 
places of Surhandarya, Fayaztepa Buddhist temple complex.

25/09
11.00
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CRADLE OF BUDDHISM IN CENTRAL ASIA: 
LEGENDARY FAYAZTEPA
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VISIT TO 
FAYAZTEPA 

BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
COMPLEX

The temple is a nineteen – 
standing room with deep niches in 
the walls, which are connected by 
wide floors. At the excavations of 
Fayaztepa, scientists have found 
many interesting finds: figures of 
local deities and kings, bodhisattva, 
monks and laypeople, going to bow 
to Buddha. Here, scientists were lucky 
enough to discover an amazing lyse 
Buddha statue with monks, which 
now adorns the exhibition of State 
Museum of History of Uzbekistan.

In the main part of the temple, 
monument to Buddha is well 
preserved, which is in a meditation 
position, his face is calm and 
detached. A small stupa with 
a cruciate foundation and a 
completely round dome, inside 
which is a smaller copy, is erected 
several to the right above the 
temple.
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PARTICIPANTS OF CULTURAL HERITAGE WEEK 
WILL HAVE A UNIQUE CHANCE TO WITHNESS PRICELESS 
TREASURES OF TERMEZ ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM

25/09
12.00
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One of the fabulous presentation to guests 
of Heritage Week “Uzbekistan – crossroads of 
great roads and civilizations: empires, religions, 
cultures” will be a visit to the magnificent Termez 
Archaeological Museum, which holds rare 
antiquities and artifacts starting from the Stone 
Age and ending with the khanate period. 

Termez Archaeological Museum is one of the 
few museums that offer visitors such a splendid 
selection of exhibits from the ancient period of 
Central Asia. Many of the finds are unique and 
one-of-a-kind.

The collection of Termez Archaeological 
Museum is tens of thousands of exhibits, 
including household items: utensils, furniture 
and much more; weapons, both ancient and 
medieval, coins and seals of rulers, etc. There is 
also a huge collection of paintings and antique 
sculptures. These are not only sculptures of 
the Greek – Bactrian period, but also Buddhist 
statues found in the dilapidated monasteries 
of the Kushan period. Also among the exhibits 
of the museum there are rare written sources: 
books, correspondence of rulers, economic 
documents.

VISIT TO 
TERMEZ 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
MUSEUM
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Aziz Abdukhakimov, 
Deputy Prime Minister 
of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan:
– Termez 
Archaeological 
Museum is a must visit 
place. It can rightly be 
called one of the best 
museums in Uzbekistan 
with a rich fund of 
rare exhibits. Their 
total number exceeds 
40.000 antiquities, 
consisting of collections 
of paintings, sculptures, 
numismatics, photos, 
everyday objects. This 
is our unique asset, 
which must be carefully 
preserved, studied and 
popularized abroad.
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SAMARKAND
August 25 – 26
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25/09
14.00
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Halit Eren, Director 
General of IRCICA 
Center for Study of 
Islamic Culture, Art and 
History:
– I am grateful to 
President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev for his 
contribution to the 
establishment of Imam 
al – Bukhari International 
Centre as soon as 
possible, to strengthen 
interfaith harmony and 
to promote the rich 
culture of the Islamic 
world in the face of 
the challenges facing 
Muslim world. I have 
witnessed the practical 
implementation of the 
idea of creating an 
illuminated Islam, which 
has been put forward 
by the President of your 
country.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SCHOLARS 
IN ISLAMIC STUDIES “LIGHT FROM 
THE DEPTHS OF CENTURIES”

25/09
11.00

The series of events of Cultural Heritage Week “Uzbekistan – crossroads of great roads and civilizations: empires, religions, 
cultures” in Samarkand began with International Conference of Islamic Scholars “Light from the Depths of Centuries”. 

Its participants made a pilgrimage to Imam al – Bukhari Memorial Complex and familiarized themselves with Imam al – 
Bukhari International Research Center.

The conference included a donation ceremony to Imam al – Bukhari International Research Center a facsimile of the 
unique manuscripts of the Middle Ages and publishing products of the project “Cultural Heritage of Uzbekistan in World 
Collections”. 

Within the framework of the project, thirty fifteen-minute films about the secrets of Catalangar Quran were released, which 
were daily broadcasted on “Sevimli” television channel, as well as on BBC website of Uzbek service.

The conference presented a joint project of NAEMM and BBC: film “Catalangar Quran: Facts and Myths”.



95CULTURAL HERITAGE WEEK “UZBEKISTAN – CROSSROADS OF GREAT ROADS AND CIVILIZATIONS: EMPIRES, RELIGIONS, CULTURES”

Khaled Tadmori, 
University of Lebanon: 
– We are proud of this 
culture because it is 
the basis of our Islamic 
culture, architecture 
and fine arts. The 
unique architecture 
and atmosphere of 
the glorious Khiwa, the 
sacred Bukhara and 
the unique Samarkand, 
as well as the works of 
Muhammad al-Bukhari 
are known to every 
schoolchild in the Islamic 
world!
From the bottom of my 
heart, I congratulate the 
Republic of Uzbekistan 
and its hospitable 
people – we hope to 
adopt such initiatives 
in the Arab world and 
especially in our country, 
Lebanon.

Sali Shahsivari, Executive 
Director of Al – Furqan 
Islamic Heritage Foundation:
– As part of Cultural 
Heritage Week, we visited 
many historical cultural 
sites. But what struck me 
most was Imam al-Bukhari 
International Research 
Center. My impressions 
are endless. Such large-
scale conferences are 
rare. Uzbekistan is a 
country that has made a 
significant contribution to 
the development of Islamic 
history, art and culture. The 
Al – Furqan Foundation 
is ready to work with 
you on the preservation, 
cataloguing and study of this 
legacy.
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“SAMARKAND – 
HEART OF GREAT 
SILK ROAD” FESTIVAL 
WAS HELD IN THE 
PARK “BOGI SHAMOL”

In Samarkand, in the park of “Bogi Shamol”, 
recreated in the likeness of the gardens of Amir 
Timur, hosted the thematic festival “Samarkand 
– heart of Great Silk Road”. The event immersed 
guests of the ancient city and participants of 
Cultural Heritage Week during the reign of the 
great Amir Timur. In the garden of delightful beauty, 
merchants and artisans opened their shops. Girls 
in colorful costumes whirled in captivating and 
mesmerizing dances. Historic figures wandered 
around the garden slowly, welcoming guests of 
the evening. The fountains and oriental music 
sounded peacefully. The guests of the evening 
were fascinated by the spectacle and historical – 
staged show that took place on the main stage.

26/09 
20.00
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Michelle Hardy, curator 
of Nickles Gallery, 
University of Calgary, 
Canada:
– Everyone here is 
delighted with this 
wonderful celebration 
and the fact that one 
managed to recreate 
the idea of the Silk Road 
by requesting us to bring 
national costumes. I 
think this project is a 
great chance to make 
history our present and 
future. I have been 
very impressed by 
this wonderful format 
of popularizing the 
culture of your country. 
You have managed 
to recreate exactly 
what happened in this 
territory many centuries 
ago.
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The guests of the evening were fascinated by the spectacle 
presented to them – a historical – staged show, held on the main stage of 
the city of Samarkand (3D-mapping show).
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
“THE PRESERVATION OF TANGIBLE 
AND INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE: TOPICAL ISSUES 
AND STRATEGIES TO RESOLVE 
THEM”

26/09
09.00

ON AUGUST 26, INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE “THE 
PRESERVATION OF TANGIBLE AND INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 

HERITAGE: TOPICAL ISSUES AND STRATEGIES TO RESOLVE THEM” 
WAS HELD AT THE PALACE OF SYMPOSIUMS IN SAMARKAND.

The conference was organized under the auspices of UNESCO on the initiative 
of President of Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoyev. This was the first such scientific forum 
not only in Uzbekistan, but throughout Central Asia region. The conference was 
attended by UNESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay, World Heritage Centre 
executive management, World Heritage Committee members, cultural ministers 
of several countries, ICOMOS cultural heritage experts, scientists, researchers of 
tangible and intangible cultural heritage, restorers, well – known museum directors 
of foreign countries and many others.
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Opening of international conference “The 
preservation of tangible and intangible cultural 
heritage: topical issues and strategies to resolve 
them”.
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Historic meeting between President Shavkat Mirziyoyev and UNESCO Director – 
General Audrey Azoulay.
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XII FESTIVAL 
“SHARQ TARONALARI”

26/09
19.00

ON AUGUST 26, 2019, TRADITIONAL 
“SHARQ TARONALARI” INTERNATIONAL 

MUSIC FESTIVAL WAS INAUGURATED IN 
SAMARKAND.

This festival was characterized by its unique spirit and 
appearance. It was aimed at the development of musical 
art of the East, popularization of folklore, exchange 
of traditions of music and art between the peoples 
of Uzbekistan and other countries, as well as scientific 
exchange in that area. The festival is held under the 
auspices of UNESCO every two years in Samarkand in the 
third decade of August. The 12th “Sharq Taronalari” Festival 
in Registan Square was opened by President of Uzbekistan, 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev. In his speech he congratulated the 
participants of the festival. “Participants from 75 countries 
are taking part in the festival. We treat musicians as 
ambassadors of peace and well – being”, the President 
said during his speech.
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MASS MEDIA ON CULTURAL HERITAGE WEEK
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