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A taste for the classical, a taste for the 

“modern”: a 19th century poetic anthology 

from Khiva



Ármin Vámbéry (1832-1913)

Vámbéry disguised as a dervish



Some of the manuscripts Vámbéry 
acquired in Central Asia

The Vámbéry collection is accessible online at http://vambery.mtak.hu/hu/14.htm



MS Török O. 373. 



A poem by Maḫtumqulı (d. c. 1807)





Poems by ʿAbd ar-Raḥmān Jāmī (d. 1492)



Ghazals by Mīr ʿAlī-šīr Navāyī (d. 1501)



Muḥammad Fużūlī’s (d. 1556) ghazal that is 

not included in the editions of his Divan



Baraq-nāma



Group of „near
contemporary poets”

• Babaraḥīm Mashrab (d. 1711)

• Sūfī Allāhyār (d. 1724)

• ʿAndalīb (d. 1740)

• Shaydāyī (d. late 18th century)



Contemporary poets

• Mujrim ʿĀbid (d. in the early 19th c.) – Bukhara

• Vālih (d. 1842) – Bukhara

• Ravnaq (d. 1805) – Khiva

• Rāqim (d. 1814) – Khiva

• Mushrif (d. 1825) – Kokand

• Āhī

• Miskīn

• Mīrzā

• Farrukh Shāh



A couplet by Navāyī

Jism-i vaṣlın qıldım ol zulf-i

sämänsādın ṭamaʿ

Ol kiši yanġlıq ki qılġay sīm sävdādın

ṭamaʿ



A couplet by Miskīn

Ḫayālım bu idi dilbar seni alsam

qučaqımġa

Qolumnı salsam bir yanungġa läbim

qoysam dudaqıngġa



Thank you for your attention!
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